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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



WHEN the Walcheren expedition 
sailed fr<)m England, men of 
observation, judging from the past, 
anticipated the failure, which lias since 
so distressingly occurred. Affected 
vigour, and real imbecility cliarac-. 
terized the movements ot adminis- 
tration. Instead of judicious arrange- 
ments to overcome difficulties, in 
imitation of the energy of our mighty 
Opponent, but without possessing Ins 
strength of judgment, and to hide 
tlie weakness of their counsels by 
the artifice of the ass clothed in the 
skin of the lion, they despised the 
obstructions which lay in tfietr way, 
and rushed rashly forward, even con- 
trary to the advice of the military 
and naval officers, with whom they 



consulted. As might easily have been 
foreseen, they failed, and probably 
an expedition- to any other point 
would have ibeen equally unsuccess. 
ful, at least . under such manage- 
ment ; and even if the Opposition fiad 
succeeded in geiiing into their places, 
and had undertaken the expedition 
which so'me of them in their blame 
of ministry have since recommended 
in preference, to the north of- Ger- 
many, or tbe peninsula of Spain and 
Portugal, the result most probably 
would not have been materially dif- 
ferent. We know what has happen- 
ed, but who can calculate the dis- 
asters likely to arise Irom directing 
the system of Continental warfare to 
another noint } It has hitherto emi- 



1S10.J 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



305 



nently failed in ajl shapes, and the 
future wuuld most likely only be a 
repetition of t!ie past. 

As men of discernment, predicted 
the result of the expedition, so they 
are not - disappointed by the termi- 
nation or the parliamentary 'inquiry 
into this business. -Ministers had 
majorities in their -favour, but such 
is the constitution of' the house of 
coimnoi.s, and the mode of election, 
that tiie decision of those termed the 
representatives do not frequently' 
sympathize with the voice of the 
peop.e. We often see a -willing 
parliament, and a discontented people, 
and a ministry may be imbecile to- 
wards foreign .nations, and yet em- 
ploy the powers they possess by 
exerting a destructive energy against 
the liberties of their country. 

In our last retrospect ' we noticed 
the committal of John Gale Jones 
lo Newgate by the house of com- 
mons on the complaint of Charles 
Yorke, and of tlie opinion entertain- 
ed by the freeholders of Cambridge- 
shire, who on account of his con- 
duct in shutting the gallery of the 
house of commons, ami for accepting 
a sinecure refused again to return 
Mr. Yorke to parliament. This 
month we have to record some very 
important events which have arisen 
out of the ill judged complaint 
brought forward against Gale Jones 
and his consequent committal Great 
eventssometiuies arise front apparently- 
trivial causes, and an injudicious ex- 
ertion of power lias not (infrequently 
led to important consequences. 

Those who could last scission bear 
to hear of an open traffic for seats, 
and who could shelter fenival and 
Castlereagh for their shire in such 
transactions without manifesting any 
displeasure against the encroachments 
of the crown, are now vehement in 
their censure on Sir Francis Burdelt, 
because he in a letter to his con- 
stituents asserted the rights, of the 
people and published the substance 
of a speech which he made in 
parliament in favour of the liberation 
of John Gale Jones, and against the 
right of the house of commons to 

imprison at their pleasure. Lelh- 

bridge the member for Somersetshire, 
a man hitherto little known in 
politics, and only remarkable for a 
motion against double barrelled guns 
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in fowling, complained of his letter 
as a breach of privilege, and for two 
days interrupted the debates on the 
Walcheren expedition. The com- 
plaint was at length suspended, but 
in tire course of the ensuing week 
was again resumed, when the letter 
of Sir Francis was voted to be a 
scandalous and libellous paper, and 
after a long debate Sir Francis' was 
ordered to be committed to the 
tower, by a majority of 190 against 
152, who voted only for a repri- 
mand. Sir Francis resisted the war- 
rant as illegal, and- four days after, 
his house was broken open by a 
civil and military force, when he 
was conveyed to the tower. The 
populace of London and Westminster 
resented this attack on their favourite : 
and in some conflicts between them, 
and the military, several were wounded 
and some lives were lost. Sir Francis 
has since given the legal notice that 
he will commence actions against 
the speaker and the sergeant at arms, 
and the business is in train to be 
brought before a British jury unless 
the progress is- arrested by some 
point of law, when a' discussion most 
highly interesting will take place. 
In (he meaii time, much important 
consideration occurs. The privileges 
of the house of commons were ori- 
ginally assumed to guard them against 
the prerogative ot the crown ; but 
were crttainly never intended to be 
turned against the people, who are 
the legitimate fountain of all power. 
Several occurrences strongly show 
the discordancy between the people, 
and those calledtbeir representatives. 
The house of commons imprison 
Gale Jones, and the freeholders of 
Cambridgeshire eagerly embrace an 
opportunity of not returning the 
member, who complained of him, 
after he had represented that county 
for upwards of 20 years. The com- 
mons send Sir Francis' Burdett to the 
tower, but the people loudly cheer 
him! and are only restrained by a 
vast military force. 

On certain points botli sides of the 
house approach pretty closely. The 
opposition last year showed no dis- 
position to stop the trafficking in 
seals; this year Sir Francis is gene- 
rally condemned. lie belongs to 
neither partv, and his manly conduct 
is too forcible for the nerves <jf 
r p 
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oppositionists, who instead of being 
anxiously desirous of lessening the 
power of corruption) are seeking to 
have the direction of it in their own 
hands : hence he is not a favourite 
with either party, but the people 
hail him as their staunch undaunted 
advocate. If timid counsels had 
swayed in former days, we should 
have had no Magna Charta, no bill 
of rights, par any of those advant- 
ages, which reformations have pro" 
duced. To such generou9 spirits 
we are indebted tor highly important 
privileges. 

" Such souls, tis true, but peep out once 
nil age. 

The tongue of malice attempts to 
asperse them, calumny arraigns their 
motives, and attempts to lower them 
to the standard of those 

" Dim lights of life, that burn a length of 

years, 
Useless, unseen, as lamps in sepulchres." 

but the virtuous of the present day 
do justice to them, and their names 
will live in the recollection of a 
grateful posterity. Perhaps nothing 
more strikingly shows that " one 
good deed was never wrought in 
vain," than the recollection that the 
vigorous exertions made by Wilkes 
and the elrctojrs of Middlesex in 
former days, had a most salutary 
effect in the present crisis in pre- 
venting the expulsion of Sir Francis; 
an event which without doubt would 
have been attended with his re-election 
by the inhabitants of Westminster. 
Thehouse wisely stopped short, and af- 
ter hearing a strong letter addressed by 
him to tne speaker, voted, that as Sir 
Francis Burdett was already in the 
tower, no further procedure was neces- 
sary. 

In reviewing his conduct, he is 
certainly entitled to much praise for 
his cool determined conduct. He 
has been censured by his enemies, 
and the enemies, of liberty, ^ as also 
by some well intentioned^ timid 
people, as having by his resistance 
been the cause of the bloodshed 
which ensued, but surely not he who 
resists, but they who compel to the 
necessity of resistance in a just cause, 
occasion ail the mischief, which takes 
place. Sir Francis used no violence, 
he only resisted, that force might 
be applied, and the case more strongly 
laid for a legal investigation. In one 



part of his letter it is not easy to 
understand bun ; he talks of the com- 
mons " lording it over the king and 
the people" — We see no tendency 
or leaning to the former, nor can we 
perceive the advantage of exalting 
the monarchical part of the constitu- 
tion in the present day. Does Sir 
Francis really mean all he says on 
this subject? if he does it is difficult 
to understand him, and we are un- 
willing to suppose he means to de- 
ceive. He ought to be more ex- 
plicit, and give no room to suspect 
that he uses false colours. 

However we may object to this 
part of the tSaionet's conduct in 
compliance with our plan of strict 
impartiality, he is certainly entitled 
to much merit for bringing the 
question to a legal decision. The 
virtuous Hampden resisted the pay- 
ment of shipmoney when laid on by 
the sole authority of a king: Wilkes 
by his resistance to the warrant of 
a Secretary of State, procured a ju- 
dicial determination against the vali- 
dity of general warrants, and Sir 
Francis resists the authority of the 
house of commons to imprison at 
their pleasure, not in maintenance of 
their right to be free from obstruction* 
in their proceedings, but for a sup- 
posed libel on one of their membeis 
in the first instance of John Gale 
Jones, and in the other for a libel 
on the house. If we look back to 
the page of history, it will be found 
that by the exertions of public spirit- 
ed individuals, our liberties have 
from time to time been snatched 
from the grasp of power, and a foun- 
dation gradually laid for the security 
of the rights of the people. Power 
and privilege are essentially different. 
It is litting that the house of commons 
should possess the privilege of defence 
in> the furtherance only of the pub- 
lic service, but not the power of 
annoyance against the people in sup- 
port of an imaginary or assumed 
dignity. Let us suppose a cor- 
poration, over which the people 
retain little influence either by popu- 
lar election, or by a reciprocity of 
feeling but of which a large propor- 
tion is returned by ministerial in- 
fluence, assuming a power to im- 
prison at their pleasure, and the 
ds>~ger to liberty arising from such 
assumption must be apparent. So 
circumstanced, who can say whose 
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turn will come next to suffer under 
the exercise of tliis claim > 

It is one of the unfavourable symp- 
toms of the decay of public spirit, 
and of the state of apathy so preva- 
lent at present, niggardly to deny 
praise to courageous spirits, who step 
forward in the public cause. Many 
are so firmly grounded in the creed 
ef selfishness, which they have learn- 
ed from a consciousnes of their own 
motives, that they consider virtue 
only a name, and a notion altogether 
unreal. Hence in part arises that 
systematic plan of detraction, and 
calumny, which pursues all who 
think independently for themselves. 
But " wisdom is justified of her 
children," and it is inherent in the 
nature of virtue to outlive the puny 
efforts of malignity, and establish 
a character that will survive the il- 
liberal party spirit of the day : 

Their sons will blush, their fathers were 
his foes." 

In the present case it is pleasing 
to find that Sir Francis Burden 
possesses a most amiable private 
character. He was taken in the 
midst of his family circle, that sanc- 
tuary of domestic virtues, sup- 
ported by the affection and firmness 
«f a belo\ed wife, and in the very 
act of teaching his son to translate 
Magna Charta. 

The motion of Sir Samuel Romiliy 
to liberate Jphn Gale Jones has been 
negatived, because he would not 
consent to present a petition ac- 
knowledging his sorrow for offending 
the house. A petition of such a 
humiliating nature, Sir Samuel justly 
remarked was more likely to be the 
effect of hypocrisy, than of any 
real conversion. John Gale Jones 
prefers honourable imprisonment 
to any compromise of his prin- 
ciple. A liberal subscription is 
raising to indemnify him for his 
present sufferings. 

The inhabitants of Westminster 
have met, and published strong re. 
solutions in favour of Sir Francis 
Rurdett, with an address of thanks 
to him, and a petition to the house 
of commons for the liberation of their 
representative, and in favour of a 
reform in tbe constitution of that 
house. All these will be found on 
record at the close of this article. 



We wish to preserve them for future 
reference, and to complete Ihe history 
of the present period. Every thing 
at this meeting was, as it ought to 
be, peaceable and firm, equally dis- 
appointing those, who expected out- 
rage, or cowardly abandonment of 
principle. Ministers were alarmed, 
and had a large military force in the 
vicinity, but no pretext was afforded 
them for calling in its aid. If Op- 
position expected that the people 
would be timid and time-serving li|£e 
themselves, their disappointment would 
prove equally gre.it. After this 
meeting how must our Irish member 
George Ppnsonby feel himself lower- 
ed : he who declared his persuasion 
that in case of expulsion, the electors 
of Westminster would not aeain're- 
turn Sir Francis. The conduct of 
public men and candidates for place 
should be remembered^— that the ad- 
vantages of their return to power, 
may be duly appreciated. It is 
worthy to be recollected, that this 
same leader of opposition, last ses- 
sion extended his forgiveness to Lord 
Castlereagh for his conduct respect- 
ing the trafficking in seats, pi) the 
plea, that the practice was top 
general to be made the object of 
any particular notice : thus assuming 
the prevalence of the evil as a pre- 
text for its continuance. But he was 
conscious his side of the house want- 
ed similar indulgence, and the people 
may see how littie dependence they 
can have in such men either in or 
out of place. The times require 
more firm defenders of the rights of 
the people. 

The house of commons submitted 
to receive the petition and remons- 
trance; but reluctance, arising from 
false notions of offended dignity, was 
Evident. It is the privilege of su- 
perior minds only to recede with dig- 
nity. They must perceive that (hey 
hold opinions different from the ma- 
jority out of doors. We most ar- 
dently wish that the democratic part 
of our government may be fully re- 
stored, by such a reform of the house 
of commons as that they may ac- 
curately prove the organ of the 

public will — THE PUBLIC WILL THEiR 
GUIDE, THE PUBLIC GOOD THEIR AIM. 

At present the state of the public 
finances will probably bring all ranks 
to a feelihg sense of our situation. 
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The system of taxation cannot be 
pushed much further. Huskisson 
says we cannot go on without re- 
ducing the expenditure to the state 
of the income, and Lord Cochrane 
at the meeting of the Westminster 
electors points out the danger in 
strong terms. 

" I in my conscience (said the 
noble lord) believe, that this country 
cannot rely for its security upon the 
navy, from t.ie circumstances in which 
that branch of our defence is now 
from many causes placed. The fact 
was that, ... this moment, there 
■were not for the repairs of our pre- 
sent shipping six weeks materials in 
Plymouth dock ; that near half the 
artificers had been discharged, and 
that we were absolutely without the. 
means of building one half of a 74 
gun ship. 1 ' 

What say the advocates of war 
to these assertions? Nations like in 
dividuals sometimes blindly rush on 
their ruin. A vigilant care ot the 
public purse, and a rigid curtail- 
ment of every unnecessary expense 
including the complete cutting up of 
corruption by the roots, can atone 
preserve from external pressure and 
internal commotion, and this happy 
consummation can alone be obtained 
through a reformed system of rep re 
mentation, in which the unbiassed voice 
of the nation shall have due weight. 

The freeholders of Middlesex are 
to meet to consider of the imprison- 
ment of Sir Francis Burdett, as are 
also the inhabitants of the borough 
of Carmarthen and the livery of London. 
We trust there will be a general ex- 
pression of the sense of the nation, as 
•was exemplified last year in the addresses 
to Colonel WawJle. 1 he friends of the 
people should not be lelt unsupported. 

A decree was passed the beginning 
of last month in France. It relates 
to state prisoners, and the preamble 
says, "that there is a certain num- 
ber of persons in the stute prisons, 
whom it is not convenient, either to 
bring to trial, or to set at liberty — 
that though they would be con- 
demned by the tribunals to capital 
punishments, superior considerations 
oppose their being brought to trial ; 
that several are men accustomed to 
crimes, but who cannot be condemned 
l»y our courts, though they have 
t.-e certainly of tlu-ir culpability." 



The editor of an English 
paper (the Morning Chronicle) 
remarks, " such is the horrible 
nature of Bonaparte's tyranny and 
the debased state of the people to 
whom he dares so fearlessly to avow 
it." — On looking back for a few 
years, can we discover no other coun 
try, to whom the editor's pity 
might have been extended ? We have 
heard of state prisoners long de- 
tained, and after ihe lapse of years 
discharged, without being brought to 
trial. Censure ought to be even- 
handed. 

Before we arraign Bonaparte, let 
us examine if our rulers are suffi- 
cientlv clean-handed to appear as 
accusers. We dislike despotism in 
every shape, and so far as Bonaparte 
is a despot, he has our cordial dis- 
app: .bation. But let us not mistake 
ecu ardly abuse for virtuous indig- 
nation. Let us even have the gene- 
io-!ty to praise an enemy. He has 
produced an amelioration in the 
countries which he has over-run. 
It is said that by jucridtous measures, 
at Napl.-s, the Lazzaroni, that indo 
lent and mendicant race have been re 
stored to habits of industry, and 
consequently to a higher scale in 
the rank of accountable moral agents. 

A disagreement has taken place 
between the governor and the house- 
of assembly of Jamaica, occasioned 
by a bill passed by the house of 
assembly to prevent the Methodists 
from instructing the negroes, being 
refused his assent by Hie governor. 
We have thus at once an instance 
of the inveterate prejudice^ of the 
West Indians against our sable brethren, 
and of the cruel intolerance of 
bigotry, alike blind to the dictates 
of justice and sound policy. A well 
educated slave is less dangerous than 
one brought tip in ignorance, and 
we have no donbt but that the in- 
structions of the Methodists, would 
ameliorate the negro, and render 
him, even though still kept in a state 
of slavery, a more useful and less 
dangerous member of society. Igno- 
rance always makes men dangerous- 
and fits them for outrages. 

Henry Parncll has failed in persuad- 
ing the house of commons to ap- 
point a committee to investigate the 
nature of the system of tithes in 
Ireland. Considering the circumstau- 
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ces of our country, where perhaps 
nine parts out of ten, of our popu- 
lation are dissenters from the national 
establishment, titl«s are a most op- 
pressive grievance, aijd a very great 
obstruction to agriculture, 1 hey are 
alike disageable to those who pay, 
and to the iiumaue clergyman, who by 
this system is liable to be engaged in 
perpetual -altercation with his neigh- 
bours. But such is the dread of in- 
novation, that rather than make some 
alterations to give .strength and sta- 
bility, every thing Is put to the ha- 
zard, that things may be retained in 
the old state without repair, until 
some mighty revolution overwhelms 
all in one general ruin. 

At a meeting of the freeholders 
of the county cf Tyrone, held at 
Omagh, resolutions have been passed 
in favour of the Catholics, provided 
they concede the veto on the no- 
mination of bishops. We should 
hail this event as an omen of in- 
creasing liberality so far as it g'.es, 
it we could divest ourselves ol the 
suspicion, that election politics had 
too much influence in this seemingly 
liberal attempt to do justice to our 
countrymen, whose creed differs from 
the church by law established 

We quote from the Morning Chro- 
nicle, the following paragraph and 
resolution. They entirely accord with 
our sentiments, as we have frequent- 
ly expressed them in the retro>pect. 
" Catholics — Some resolutions were 
adopted by the Catholics of the 
county of Tipperary, at a meeting 
held on the 31>t of March, whicn 
express a strong desire to obviate the 
difficulties that have arisen in die 
discussion of the Catholic claims — 
Alter' adverting to the apprehen ions 
entertained (wnich they consider as 
the only remaining obstacle to Ca 
tholic freedom) let the future appoint' 
nientr. of Caiholic prelates may be 
liable if) a foreign influence, tlie se- 
cond resolution slates — 

"That although we consider such 
apprehen/ions as wholly groundless, 
and contrary to long experience of 
the acknowledged virtues and unim- 
peaciied good conduct of our pie- 
lates, yet, being earnestly desirous to 
conciliate all our Protestant country- 
men, we feel every wish and hope, 
that those apprehensions may be ob- 
viated ; atsd lor that purpose, that 



some temperate measure* may, in the 
event of Catholic Emancipation, lie 
upon mature deliberation devised, 
which shall render such future elec- 
tions substantially domestic ; either 
by the votes of the surviving pre- 
lates, or by the choice of the clergy 
of the diocese, in chapter assembled, 
or by such other proceeding as shall 
be found compatible with Catholic 
doctri. e " 

'i he state of the public mind is 
improving, and has most materially 
improve;! within the last IK months. 
For this change we are in a consider- 
able degree indebted to the investiga- 
tion of last year on the conduct of 
the Duke of York. 1 hen many of 
the secrets of corruption were laid 
open. 'I he imprisonment of John 
Gale Jones, and of Sir Francis Hur- 
dett in the present session, is produc- 
ing equally salutary elfects to which 
may also be added, the termination. 
of the inquiry into the expedition to 
Walcheren. This combination of cir- 
cumstances loudly proclaims the ne- 
cessity of reform. As an index of 
the change of public opinion we con- 
trast the difference in the langmge 
of the editors of ih ws-papers, manv' 
of whom are more solicitous to please 
than tp instruct. They are coming 
round, and express sentiments more 
inclining to the popular side! The 
weather-cocks' are veering round, as 
the wind is blowing iu a diiicreiit 
direction. 

It is pleasing to find that a senti- 
ment is gaining ground iu favour of 
mitigating the punishment of 'death 
in certain cases, and that a plan is 
in agnation among the proprietors of 
bleach greens in this county to pe- 
tition the legislature to change the 
punishment of death for robbing 
bleach-greens, to transportation or 
imprisonment, coupled wnh a s\stem 
of hard labour. Addition,:! security 
would thus be given to bleach yreen-', 
by substituting a more miid. but moie 
effectual punishment. Now many 
escape from an opinion very gene- 
rally, and very justly prevalent, that 
toe punishment is di-propoi turned to 
the offence. Perhaps nothing shows 
the force of this opinion more strungly 
than tliat witnesses and jurors will 
prefer to go to the very brink of 
perjury rather than to convict when 
death is the penally. It the law 
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were changed, convictions would more 
readily follow, and the prevention of 
crimes would be effectuated by sub- 
stituting certainly to severity, in the 
mode of punishment. The law is 
too severe for the present temper of 
the times, the progress of knowledge 
has meliorated the minds of men, 
and induced them to apportion more 
accurately the punishment to the 
crime. '1 he law should keep pace with 
this improvement, and Sir Samuel 
Romiliy deserves great praise for his 
exertions to lessen the number of 
capital punishments. Our system of 
jurisprudence is so sanguinary as to 
defeat the avowed purpose of sever- 
ity. It is only sanguinary in the let- 
ter, and is extremely lax in the ex- 
ecution. Of two evils humanity pre- 
fers to let the guilty escape, although 
offences are thus multiplied, and of- 
fenders by their frequent escapes are 
rendered more incorrigible, rather than 
punish with a severity altogether dis- 
proportioned to the offence. The 
twelve tables of the Roman law, were 
like the statutes of Draco, written 
in the characters of blood. Among 
other cruel enactments, insolvent 
debtors were punished with the great. 
est severity, but the attempt was in- 
effectual to prevent running in debt. 
The judicious remarks of Gibbon, 
on the useless *everities inflicted by 
this law, are applicable to the present 
times. 

" The advorates for this savage 
law; have insisted, that it must strongly 
operate in aetei ring idleness and Iraud, 
from contracting debts which they 
were unable to discbarge; but expe- 
rience would dissipate this salutary 
terror by proving that no creditor 
could be found to exact this unpro- 
fitable penalty of life or limb. As 
the manners of Rome were insensi- 
bly poiidied the' criminal code of 
th..' decemvirs was abolished, by the 
humanity of accusers, witnesses aiid 
judges ; and impunity became the 
consequence of immoderate rigour." 
At page 316, among the public oc- 
currences, will be found a correspon- 
dence with Sir Samuel Romiliy, on 
the subject of capital punishments. 



Commons were agreed on at a meeting; 
held the 17th inst. 

Arthur Morris, esq. high bailiff in the 
chair. 

Resolved, That we most highly ap- 
prove of Sir Francis Burden's letter to us 
his constituents, the subject being of the 
utmost importance, and the argument in- 
controvertible. 

That Sir Francis Burdett's conduct in 
calling upon the civil powtr for the pro- 
tection of his house against a military 
force, was dictated l>y prudence, know- 
ledge of, and confidence m the laws of his 
country. 

That the house of commons be called 
upon to restore to us our beloved repre- 
sentative, and to en-operate im-niediately 
with him in bis endeavours, to procure a 
fair representation of the people in parlia- 
ment. 

That the petition now read, be adopt- 
ed, that it be signed by the high bailiff 
and twenty-five electors, and delivered to 
our remaining representative the right 
honourable lord Cochrane, to be by him 
presented to the house of commons. 

That a leiter be addressed to Sir 
Francis Burdett, expressing our fun and 
entire approbation of the whole and every 
part of his conduct as auiemberof parlia- 
ment. 

That the letter now read, be adopted j 
that it be signed by eltciprs in the 
name of this meeting, and that the 
high bailiff he requested to present the 
same to Sir Francis Burdett. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to our worthy representative the 
right honourable lord Cochrane, for his 
support of Sir Francis Burdett, during 
the present arduous struggle. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to those independent men. hers of 
the house of commons, who have sup- 
ported the rights of the people. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to Arthur Morris, esq high bailiff 
for his ready compliance with the requi- 
sition of the electors-, and for his able and 
impartial conduct in the chair. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 

WESTMINSTER MEETING. 
The following resolutions, with an ad- 
dress to Sir Frauds Burdert," and a peti- 
tion and remonstrance to the House of 



To the honourable Ike Commons of the Uni' 

led kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

in parliament assembled. 

The petition and remonstrance of the 
inhabitant householders, electors of the 
city and liberties of Westminster, assem- 
bled iu New Palace yard, the Iltb day of 
April, 1810, by the appointment of 
Arthur Morris, esq. high bailiff, in pur- 
suance of a requisition for that purpose. 

We, the inhabitants householders, elec- 
tors of the city and liberties of West- 
minster, feel most sensibly the indignity 
offered to this city, in the person of our 
beloved representative whose letter to us 
has fallen, under the ceawtre of your bo- 



